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CLUB BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES 


PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 


Lloyd Suiten 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR! Have we got a meeting for you!!!!!! 
The last meeting of the year is going to be 
The December meeting will bring to an end our best, and those of you who miss out will be 


another successful year for the PORTLAND ATARI! 
CLUB. As your out-going president, | would like 
to start off my last column with a thank you to 
all the people who supported me and helped to 
make the activities of the club the success that 
they were. 


| am sure that the Atari family will be 
growing by leaps and bounds in the next year, and 
| am real excited to be a part of it. As | was 


browsing through the library the other day, | 
noticed the November '84 issue of Consumer 
Reports sitting on the shelf with a picture of 
the IBM PCjr and the Apple llc. Well, not wanting 
to be left out on what the so called "real PC's" 


are doing, | read the article. To make a long 
story short, I will quote from the article. "Once 
you have outfitted the PCjr with all you need for 
a fundamental task like word-processing, the 


price has climbed from $999 to about $2,000, 
including the software. |f you need to run the 
larger business programs, count on a list price 
more like $2,500. ..... În the end, then, a 
fully functional Apple tic will come to about the 
same price as a PCjr system, even though the 
basic price starts out more expensive." Boy ! 
That doesn't sound like peanuts to me. The 
article went on to say that the average family 
would in their opinion have no need to spend that 
kind of money on a computer system when you could 
build the same abilities out of an Atari 800XL or 
Commodore 64 system. We all know which one to 
choose don't we? See Consumer Reports, October 
'84 and February '84 for more info. (Editor's 
Note: Along the same lines, Consumer Reports 
listed the Atari with AtariWriter as the Consumer 
System of the Year.) 

Witha lot of average families left out 
there to buy their PC, | hope Atari gets more 
than its fair share of the market. | really get 
upset when | hear the uninformed say they want to 
buy a really good computer. Especially when they 
don't know what a good computer is or should be, 
and instead end up buying a really expensive 
computer. | guess the old saying will live on 
"Let the buyer beware", 


well, time to get off the soap box and leave 
that to someone else and next year. 


sorry for a long time. The Christmas spirit will 
be alive and well this month with the holiday 
theme as our guide for this meeting. Fun and joy 
will abound as you see many of the new offerings 
for under the Christmas Tree. The main portion of 
the meeting wîll consist of corner displays (5-8) 
goîng at the same time showing off some of the 
new software and hardware availible for the 
Christmas tree. We are also hoping to have 
several dealers come in to show off their new 
collections as well as the famous back room where 
a larger than ever group will be assembled to 
sell or trade their used goddies. The November 
meeting looked like a swap meet. 

But that's only the beginning. Don't forget 
to bring your truck or van to bring home the 
prize you could win in the biggest and best 
raffle of the year. If you missed last month's 
meeting, you didn't see the very nice, three 
piece computer desk that was given away as a 
grand prize ($299.00 value), too bad. And you 
didn't get a free disk just for coming to the 
meeting, too bad. But you can make up for all 
that by coming to the December meeting. In the 
December meeting, with every raffle ticket you 
buy you will recieve free; 1 lifetime guaranteed 
blank disk. Thank's to Wally Pelett of 
Comp-U-Desk for donating the desks and disks to 
the clube The ticket price is $1.00, so for a 
buck you get a disk and a chance at the raffle, 
not bad, huh? 

In the raffle we will be giving away several 
pieces of software and a few other nice things, 
(1 don't think I'Il tell you right now) plus our 
next to the grand prize will be a brand new NEC 
COLOR MONITER (value $299.00). Not bad for the 
next to the grand prize. And for the grand prize 
you can win, are you ready, a $750.00 (list 
price) COMPUTER DESK with corner section, desk, 
printer stand ,and hutch. Now if that doesn't 
knock your socks off you shouldn't have feet. For 
a $1.00 you get a disk and a chance at software, 
a color monitor, and a beautiful computer desk. 
We can't do better than that and neither can you, 
so come and support your Atari club this month. 
Remember that all the profit goes to the purchase 
of a large screen projection system, and with 
your help this could put us over the top. Don't 
forget to tell a friend. 
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Back to Business 
| think I'll end this column with the last 
bit of business I'll do as president. As most of 
you know, we nominated new officers last month 
and will be voting on them at the December 
meeting (Members Only). 


Candidates for office 


President: Burr Crouch 
Chuck Hall 
Vice-President: Clay Gradis 
Jim Link 
Program Director: Jim Berry 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dan Gibson 
Membership Secretary: Debbie Pritchard 
Club Librarian: Lloyd Suiter 
Special Projects: Dave Holliday 
Sig Group Coordinator: ** 22222? ** 


COMMENTARY 

The position of President is the most 
important position in the club, and it is my 
opinion that the position should come to someone 
that has proven their ability by serving on the 
board and shown that they have what it takes to 
make the club an energetic organization. However, 
at this time there is no requirement for the 
person nominated to have been a member of the 
board. | think our by-laws need to be revised. 
With this in mind, and knowing the kind of person 
that he is, and the amount of work that he has 
done for the club already, | am throwing my full 
support behind CHUCK HALL for President. | have 
worked with Chuck for the past year and | am 
confident that Chuck will continue to make 
improvements in the club, and that even more 
important; he will put forth many, many hours of 
hard work in the office of President. 


As for the office of Vice-President, | am 
sorry to say that | don't know either of the 
nominees very well, and | suggest that you read 


what they have to say in this month's newsletter 
to help you make your decision. 

| am running for the office of Club 
Librarian. | already have a Disk SIG organized to 
Jump right in and get PAC one of the Finest Club 
Libraries in the nation. | believe that new 
members as well as the older members will greatly 
benefit from my being the club librarain. 

So the time has come, and | am sad to say 
for the last time .... C. U. Your Pres. LLOYD 
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BOARD MEETING NOTES 
Sharon Berry 


The October board meeting was held at 7 pm 
on October 29 in the basement of IB Computers. 
Attending were the following: Lloyd Suiter, Ed 
Kammerer, Chuck and Jean Hall, Steve and Debbie 
Billings, Clyde and Debbie Pritchard, Jim and 
Sharon Berry, Dale Chipman, Dan Heims, Russell 
Schwartz, Gary Hanson, Jim Link and Tom 
Comerford. 

UPCOMING BOARD 

The first Item on the agenda was a 
discussion of which board positions will be open 
for 1985. Jim Berry will not serve as Program 
Director, so that position will open up. Gary 
Hanson is still interested in Special Projects, 
but will not stand in the way of anyone who 
wishes to run for that director. Clyde Pritchard 
would very much like to be replaced as Newsletter 


Editor, but will fill in until a desirable 
replacement is found. Debbie Pritchard will run 
for Membership Secretary. Yours truly, Sharon 
Berry, will no longer serve as 
Secretary/Treasurer, so that position is open. 
Chuck Hall will! resign his position as Sig 


Coordinator to run for the Presidency. Ed 
Kammerer is keeping his options open. Lloyd 
Suiter will step down as President and run for 
Club Librarian. Jim Link, member-at-large, will 
run for Vice President. Anyone may compete for 
the positions, regardless of whether or not 
anyone is already in the running. A brief 
discussion was held concerning the method of 
voting. Lloyd suggested that perhaps a ballot 
could be included in the newsletter and be turned 
in at the December meeting. Jim Link thinks that 
we should limit the time devoted to balloting and 
discussion. Chuck Hall said we should allow each 
candidate a three minute speech. Lloyd said we 
will have volunteers only, not nominations from 
the floor. 
TITLE CHANGE 

The board agreed unanimously that there is 
no further need for both a Cassette and a Disk 
Librarian. Neither Dan nor Dale,  incidentally, 
will run for Librarian for 1985. Therefore, their 
replacement will be referred to as Club 
Librarian. This person will be allowed to name an 
assistant. 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

Several items of business were discussed 
concerning November's general meeting. Wally from 
Comp-U-Desk is interested in speaking on desk 
arrangements. Wally, incidentally, has offered to 
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donate 500 disks to the club for sale to raise 
big screen tv monies. Volunteers will be given 
the opportunity to speak up for board positions 
at this meeting. There will also be a raffle in 
November. The item for raffle was decided to be a 
monitor. 
DECEMBER MEETING 

Plans were also made for December's General 
Meeting. Lloyd suggested the balloting for board 
positions be done at this meeting. Chuck Hall had 
the idea that dealers be allowed tables at this 
meeting so that they could demonstrate their 
warese Lloyd thinks a good idea for December's 
meeting would be to have ten or twelve computers 
set up and to have people bring in their favorite 
programs to demo. The only drawback to this idea 
is the lack of adequate power sources. A modem 
was mentioned as the possible prize in the 
December raffle. The main feature of the December 
meeting may be a presentation of the Mindset 
computer by a factory representative. The 
computer-aided design and Genlock capabilities of 
the computer will be displayed. Genlock refers to 
computer manipulation of an external video 
signal, as fron a vcr or laser disk. This 
promises to be a most interesting demonstration, 
in conjunction with a big screen tv. 

SHIRTS FOR SALE 

Chuck Hall forges ahead with plans for the 
tee and polo shirts. Better T Shirt Company is 
working out to be our best source. They take 
orders in batches of 50, 100 or 200. If we order 
100 adult tee shirts, we pay $4 apiece and sell 
for $7. One hundred youth tee shirts would cost 
$5.80 and be sold for $6. Adult polo shirts would 
cost $9.95 in batches of 50. As for the artwork, 
the cost for creating the original template is 
$29. Artwork would be $15 per hour. Of course, 
there would be no charge if the artwork was 
already composed. The charge for cleaning the 
plate after each batch is $5. Chuck says the 
company does good artwork and fine details are 
well done. The general consensus was that a straw 
vote be taken at November's meeting as to 
feelings about ordering children's sizes of tee 
shirts. The board chose a royal blue as the color 
of the first run. 

NAME TAGS 

As you probably know, each attendant af our 
general meetings must now wear an ID pin. A few 
people were irate at being expected to bring 
their name tags back each time. One person wanted 
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the board to save the tags and re-distribute them 
at each meeting. Anyone who uses his or her 
imagination can feature how much would would be 
entailed in saving, alphabetizing, handing out 
and being responsible for several hundred name 
tags. So, folks, be sports and remember your 
tags. 
VANCOUVER USERS GROUP? 

Chuck has heerd from Terry Sutfin of 
COMPUSOURCE that Vancouverites are interested in 
forming their own branch of our club. Some people 
who live in Vancouver feel that Portland is too 
far to drive. Chuck said people want to know if 
our club would support and help maintain a 
Vancouver BBS, since it costs Washingtonians to 
cali in to our BBS. Chuck suggested that perhaps 
someone from our club could assist them in 
setting up a BBS. Clyde thinks that if Vancouver 
sets up å chapter, we should charge the club a 
set rate per member to cover the cost of mailing 
Them our newsletter. : 

USER GROUPS UNITE 

Ed suggested the idea of selling our mailing 
list as a way to raise money. However, the board. 
did not agree that his suggestion was a viable 
one. Jim Berry said that there needs to be a 
non-commercial national publication which is user 
friendly. A possible function of the 
Vice-presidential position will be liaison to a 
national user group, such as the newly-formed 
AUGI (Atari Users Group International). 

TREASURER' S. REPORT 

As of this writing, the balance in our 
checking account totals approximately $5900. Of 
this total, $1589 is dedicated to the big screen 
tv. Our savings account now totals $1065. 
Software sales in October totaled $300. 
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PAC BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILE 


Why | Am Running For President? 


I started going to PAC Board meetings before 
| became your SIG Coordinator. My first 
impression was one of surprise; the meetings are 
conducted in a very professional manner, and much 
gets accomplished. As time went on, another not 
quite so pleasing impression was made. One of the 
Board Members quit showing up completely, anda 
couple of others showed up only once in awhile. 
Being a Board Member is totally voluntary. There 
is no pay of other reimbursement for your time 
and energy (except a free club disk once in 
awhile). But as a Board Member, you make a 
commitment and have a responsibility to the 
members of the club, to be there and do your 
part. After all the club members have elected 
each Board Member (even if they ran un-opposed) 
to represent them and their club. Things do come 
up and a person cannot be expected to be there 
everytime. But if the absences become regular, 
something has to be done to correct the 
situation. As President of the Portland Atari 
Club, I will be committed to ensuring that each 
and every Board Member does their job; or see to 
it that a change is made. 

There is another group of leaders within our 
club that seldom get much recognition. These are 
the individuals who lead the various SIG groups. 
I would like to have these persons be allowed to 
play a more responsible role in our decision 
making processes. | am not sure how that will be 
accomplished yet, but it is something I will be 
working on. After all, it is usually in these 
groups where most of the club activity (outside 
of the shows, and general meetings) takes place. 

We are entering a new era in the world of 
ATAR| computers. We do not know yet what is going 
to happen, but whatever it is, we will be here. 
We will let you know what is happening and how 
you can get the most out of it as 
hear. | 

| see a 


SOOn às we 
need for education. Not school 
subject software or teaching, but educating our 
membership on what the ATARI computer is and how 
it can be best utilized to its full potential. I 
am not a technical person, but am strongly into 
applications. And that is one of the strong 
points of the ATARI computer. You do not have to 
be an expert on computers to be able to use the 
computer in your everyday activities or business. 
| believe one of our main functions of the club 


Chuck Hatt 


has to be to let you know what is the latest 
Software/hardware available for the ATARI, how 
you can use them, and where you can get them at 
what cost. | | 

Another goal is to be able to recognize 
members and their needs and be able to respond to 
them at a level which will be comfortable and 
beneficial to them. After all, do you remember 
your first time? Or how about when you purchased 
your computer and got it home. You took it out of 
the box and were probably half scared to death 
that you might do something wrong and burn up 
that expensive investment. | | know that 
re-covering some of the basic stuff and directing 
more of our efforts towards the beginners and 
advanced beginners is going to be somewhat boring 
to some of you old-timers, but then you usually 
do your own thing most of the time anyway. And 
that is also why we have our SIG groups. They 
will give the more advanced people their 
opportunity to keep exploring and developing with 
their computers. 

Our club has grown significantly in the past 
few years. We are no longer a small back of the 
room group that carries no weight or influence in 
the ATARI world. | have two goals in this are. 
The first is to make contact with ATARI, its 
distributors, the third party developers, and let 
them know who we are, what we would like to see, 
and ask them to help keep us informed as to what 
is going on with the ATARI. The second is to get 
the word out to our local community as to who we 
are. There are thousands of ATARI owners out 
there who have never heard of us. Through local 
media and show events | want to make an effort to 
reach out to those people and let them know that 
they are not alone in their efforts to do 
something with their computers. Of course | also 
plan on doing this the no cost way. There are 
lot of community events, and public access 
methods we can use at no cost. 

Lastly but not leastly, | want to change the 
format of our meetings. Lloyd started this, and | 
wish to take it a step further. | want to make 
the meetings more fun for all to attend. | 
believe that the membership gets more out of just 
meeting with one another and discussing things, 
than just listening to us on the board give out 
information. That is what our newsletter is all 
about. For the normal announcements (SIG groups, 
Treasurer's report, special projects, or whatever 
we have that does not need to be imparted to the 


new 


a 


DECEMBER 1984 


membership immediatley will be printed there. 
Anything that affects the membership directly, or 
a call for volunteers, or where the membership 
needs to help us make a decision will still be 
carried on at the meeting. | hope to be able to 
expand the question and answer period, to be able 
to show more software and hardware, and just 
provide a more rewarding experience for your 
attendance. Another feature | hope to add is a 
Dealer's timespot. This will be used by dealers 
to let us know what there latest products, sales, 


and etc., are. | hope that they will take 
advantage of it. We get most of our information 
from our dealers and | think it is only right 
that they get a chance to communicate to you 
directly. 


In a nutshell, (awful big nut huh?) those 
are the reasons that | want to be your president. 
I look forward to leading the club for the next 
year and ask your support in this endeavor. | 
promise to represent our club with integrity and 
make it a full time effort to support you 
honestly and fairly. Whatever | do, will be to 
enhance the image and the reputation of the club 
on all levels. Just remember that | need your 
vote to accomplish this. Thank You. 


PAC BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILE 
Jim Link 


| am a typesetter by profession, and as such 
have been working with computers of various types 
for a number of years. When | decided to buy a 
home computer | shopped around for support for 
the computer as well as the hardware. 

| have been an active member of the Portland 
Atari Club for about a year. To me the support a 
club can give to a home computer user is as 
important as the computer itself. |f you don't 
know how to use it, it's just an expensive 
paperweight. 

| have represented the Club in booths at two 
computer shows. Right now l'm a member of the 
Assembly Language SIG and | enjoy using the PAC 
Bulletin Board. 

| am running for vice president so that i| 
can work with the new president to continue 
making the PAC the valuable resource it is: 
through active Special Interest Groups, 
interesting guest speakers, and new program 
demonstrations. We all started out beginners, but 
through the efforts of a vital club such as ours, 
we don't have to remain beginners. | 
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PAC BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILE 
Debbie Pritchard 


Some of you may already be familar with my 
name (at least the last one), I am Clyde's wife 
and currently help with the newsletter 
production. | also have had experience with other 
club membership rolls and mailings. Therefore, | 
do feel | can do a good job with the position of 
Membership Secretary. 

This position tends itself well to merge 
with the newsletter tasks, since the majority of 
the upkeep is done so fhat you, the members, will 
continue to receive your newsletters and never 
miss the benefits it has to offer. 

| have realized in the last few weeks that 
there is a lot more enjoyment in the club when 
you get actively involved. In the recent 
meetings some of you may have met me at the door, 
asking you to wear your membership cards or a 
quest pass. This task has been a lot of fun 
seeing all of you and meeting so many new people. 
(Even if Jean and | did have a cold seat last 
month, you didn't seem to mind our chattering | 
teeth.) As !| said this experience led me to 
believe that it is a lot more fun to get involved 
then just sit on the side lines. | 

I do hope that | can successfully continue 
the work that Gail Horner has started and will be 
look ing forward to meeting all of you at least 
once (when you renew your memberships), and 
hopefully a lot more as each of you get involved 
too. 


PAC BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILE 
Jam Bevu 


Due to the fact that no other person has 
come forward to take on the position of Program 
Director, | have decided to put my name back in 
the hat. Given the assistance of the other board 
members and other club members, | believe that | 
will be able to get the job done. 
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PAC BAORD CANDIDATE PROFILE 
Dave Holliday 


At the November General Meeting nominations 
for the position of Special Projects Director 
were requested. My name is Dave Holliday, and | 
would like to submit my name for this position. 

| have been an Atari user for about two 


years, and a club member since July. | have 
spoken to the current person in charge of Special 
Projects, Gary Hanson, and feel | have a good 


idea of what would be required for the position. 
| am a Programmer Analyst for U.S. Bank, and 
because of my position there, | often work with 
people not faniliar with computers. | feel making 
people comfortable with computers is a major 
factor in getting them to purchase a hom 
computer. By presenting this to the general 
public through our display booth, we would not 
only attract current Atari users fo our club, but 
by demonstrating the support available from our 
club, get people who may be considering buying 
that other home computer to join the club and buy 
Atari. 

| hope that you will keep my name in mind at 
the December elections. | feel that | can do a 
‘good job in promoting the club and continue with 
the outstanding way our club image and goals are 
projected to the public. 
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PAGE SIX 
Clyde Pritchard 


The production of this month's newsletter 
has gone real well so far; no disk drive 
problems, lots of material (we have 24 pages + 
covers this month), and plenty of help. Steve and 
Debbie Billings dropped by on Saturday, and Chuck 
and Jean Hall helped out on Sunday. | even have a 
start on next month's issue. 

Last month's issue was maîled a few days 
late due to problems with printing, but this 
month's will go out on schedule. 

| received submissions from several members 
this month, but not all of the material will fit. 
Thanks to Ed Drury, Don Adams, Tim Toenjes, Clyde 
List, the Board Members and Candidates, the 
Newsletter Staff Members, SIG Leaders, and 
several other guest authors (read the newsletter 
to find these folks). | will try to get the rest 
of the material in next month (except for all of 
Clyde List's cartoons). 

| have a couple of interesting projects 
going that should make for interesting How To's 
and Toolkit Items. This How To is conversion from 
a non-SynFilet file structure into SynFilet via 
the DIF to SynFilet option of Synfilet. We 
finally got the ACTION! program that converts 
from FILEMANAGER* to DIF for input to SynFilet, 
but it only works for FM* files. The one that | 
am working on will be "generic". The Toolkit 
Items are a set of utility routines for the BASIC 
programmer (especially those without BASIC XL). 
The programs can run independently, or be called 
from a menu. Not all of them are new ideas, but | 
am shooting for a complete, standardized set of 
programs rather than a hodge podge. These 
utilities could become part of a new BASIC 
Programming Utility Toolkit Disk for the Club 
Library, because you probably won't want to key 
everything in from the newsletter. 


The production schedule for the next issue 


is: 

12/05 - Commercial Ad Deadline 
12/05 - Newsletter SIG Meeting 
12/07 - Final Article Deadline 


12/08-09 - Production 
12/10-11 - Final Layout 
12/12-15 - Printing 
12/17 - Mailing 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Clyde Pritchard 


| think that this is the first "Letter To 
The Editor" that | have ever received since | 
have had the job. | have mentioned in the past, 
but will say again now, | will be glad to print 
letters that you send in regarding PAC or any 
related subject. | have received other letters, 
but they really weren't what | consider letters 
to the editor. 

Speaking of related subjects, | (and the 
other people that work on the newsletter) 
appreciate hearing your verbal comments and ideas 
on and about the newsletter. Thanks to those who 
have let us know what they think of the 
newsletter. |t makes the job a lot easier when 
you know people like the product. 


Now for the letter: 
Nov. 5, 1984 
What a welcome - as a new member of PAC and 
first time visitor to the monthly meeting (Nov. 


5, 1984) | was quite surprised and pleased to 
receive the computer desk from the raffle. 


Thank you PAC and COMP-U-DESK. Special 
thanks to Dale Chipman for his assistance getting 
the desk home. 

Me Duane Graven 


PAC HELP HOTLINES 


The following people have generously offered to 
teke telephone gueries in the areas indicated. 


HARDWARE OPERAT ION Volunteer Needed ***-**** 


CASSETTE OPERATION Lee Gassaway 642-2455 
DOS OPERATIONS Volunteer Needed  ***—**** 
MOOEM OPERATIONS Gary Lippert 235-7069 
BBS USAGE Russell Schwartz 646-6418 
BASIC PROGRAMMING Nick Yost 981-0838 
| Lee Gassaway 642-2455 
OPERATING SYSTEM Nick Yost 981 -0858 
Leroy Baxter 655-1655 

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE Leroy Baxter 655-1655 


FORTH Ricky Wooldridge 224-7165 
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CRYPTO WORDS 
Chuck Hatt 


Here is a little cryptogram type puzzle 
using words related to our ATARI computers. For 
those of you not familiar with a cryptogram, each 
letter in the list below has been substitution by 
another random letter. The substitution is 
constant throughout. |f you find that an 'R' in 
one word is really a 'B', then that holds true 
for the entire list. The answers appear 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Hope you enjoy. 


' CRYPTO WORDS #1 
"It's all very BASIC..." 


K OX E H Y 


K LJ ZDOL YD 


Answers on page 24 
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DEALERS CORNER 
Chuck Hall 


This month | am adding a new feature to the 
Newsletter. Many times members will approach me 
and ask where they can examine or purchase ATARI 
software and hardware. | usually give them what | 
know and if | know of a special somewhere I'll 
pass that on. Since not everybody knows who our 
local dealers are, | am going to list them here. 


For the most part | wil! list only those who 
cater to the ATARI Computer line, but there are 
some computer supply dealers | will also list. 
This is not going to be a form of advertising, 
but will be for member information only. All 
dealers will be listed in alphabetical order so 
that | do not appear to be showing any 


favoritism. If there is an asterisk next to a 
dealers name, that dealer has agreed to offer a 
Club discount upon proof of club membership. The 
discount may only be on certain items and will 
. not be on all merchandise. Just be sure you ask 

-for the club discount when patronizing these 
dealers. Don't expect it as a matter of fact or 
. that he must give It to you on your purchases. 


*Compusour ce *Computers Etc. 

11504 Mill Plain Suite C 1515 NE 122ND (Halsey) 
Vancouver, WA 98684 Portland, OR 97250 
(206) 254-5849 252-0179 


*Computer | and 
(Meier and Frank Dwtn) | Computerola 
621 SW 5TH 6224 SE Main (resd.) 
Portland, OR 97208 Portland, OR 
241-5201 239-4315 


*Video Show Place 
2029 NE Burnside 
Gresham, OR 


| 8 Computers 
1519 SW Marlow 
Portland, OR 97225 


297-8425 661-1946 
Supplies: 
Compu-desk Wisco 


Beaverton Mall 
Beaverton, OR 


2108 SE 10TH 
Portland, OR 


Service: 


Micro Systems Support 
16525 Boones Ferry Road 
Lake Grove, OR 

655-5659 
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The large retail chains which also sell ATARI 
include; Sears, Fred Meyer's, and Toys'r'Us. 


This is the first appearance of this list and it 
is probably not complete. Now it is up to you the 
membership and to any dealers | may have omitted 
to help me keep this list up to date. | apologize 
here before hand if | have left anyone out. 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Gary Hanson 


Well, if you were not surprised by the 
raffle items, let me tell you | was. | knew 
Comp-u-Desk was going to help us, but | did not 
expect such generousity. A big thanks fo all the 
folks at Comp-u-Desk. | have not recived final 
totals from Sharon yet for the big screen 
projector, but | am sure we are closing in on 
$2000. 

We are going to continue our raffles in 
December. Those of you who were at the meeting 


have already seen the beautiful desks that 
Comp-u-Desk gave us. The smaller one was won last 
month and the bigger one will highlight this 


month's raffle. A picture of the desk is 
enclosed. Certainly with a prize like that you 
will want to buy at least $5.00 worth of raffle 
tickets. If that does not turn you on, then maybe 
a new piece of hardware is what you need. If you 
missed last month's meeting you also missed 
getting a free disk from Comp-u-Desk. We still 
have a number of disks left over, and we plan to 
give them out with each dollar spent at the 
raffle. Yes, that means that each new disk  thaf 
you were going to buy can be bought at a dollar 
each and get raffle tickets besides. 

As you know, we have been working hard to 
get a large screen projection TV for the club 
meetings. With a good turnout in December we 
should push the fund well over $2000. That means 
we are in a position to buy one of the new models 
of video projectors on the market. | hope one of 
these models will be available for our viewing at 
the December meeting. 
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SIG GROUPS 
Chuck Hall 


When | joined the Portland Atari Club there 
were only two SIG groups; Newsletter and 
Education. | helped to form the next group which 
is Know as the Business Applications group, and 
became its leader. Since | have become SIG 
coordinator five new groups have been formed, 
started, or are in the beginning stages of 
getting going. | know that there were other 
groups before | came along, but apparently they 
ran into problems and did not make it. It 
happens, and | would not be surprised to see any 
of our current groups go inactive for awhile if 
the interest in them wanes to a degree where 
there are only one or two people keeping it 
going. If anyone is interested in reviving any of 
the old groups, give me a call and | will see 
what | can do to get in contact with those 
interested and see if we can't get some of them 
going again. 

There are two reasons that | brought up the 
fact that there are now more groups than when | 
started on this job. The first is due to a 
statement made at the last board meeting that | 
did not get an opportunity to respond fo. The 
statement was that the position of SIG 
Coordinator was not that important. Well, | 
disagree. | believe that my efforts in this 
position have generated as much as, or more, 
interest and activity in the club, than any other 
position on the Board. When | joined the club, my 
predecessors | were | not even afforded the 
opportunity to address the meetings as a Board 
Member, but usually had to stand up in the 
audience and make their announcements, if they 
were even recognized. | have changed that. | 
believe that this position will continue to be 
one of the most important ìn the club, and in 
making the club responsive to its membership. 

Now the second reason. Whose turn is it now? 
As you know, | am running for President, and that 
leaves a vacancy for the position of SIG 
coordinator. As important as this position is, 
the amount of work required is minimal. Primarily 
keeping lists of active SIG group ideas and 
possible members, helping the new groups to get 
formed and to find leaders for them, and to be 
sure that everyone in the club knows that the 
groups exist and how they get involved in them. 
You will also get any assistance required from 
the other Board members and the group leaders 
themselves so you won't be in it all by yourself. 
If interested please let us know immediately. 
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This month also marks the beginning of our 
latest group. This group is for beginners and 
advanced beginners. Our first meeting was held on 
November 8th at the home of Elanna Schlichting. I 
hope to be able to announce the next meeting and 
the results of this meeting at our next general 
meeting. If you are wondering about what the 
Portland Atari Club is all about, what you can do 
with your computer now that you have it, or just 
anything to do with your activity or 
participation with your computer, then come to 
the meeting and we all can discuss it. 

If ali goes as planned this will be my last 
article as SIG coordinator. | have enjoyed my 
work in this position immensely and | feel very 
fortunate in having been able to experience it. | 
have made many new friends and contacts, and have 
learned much since beginning. But most of all the 
most rewarding experience is just having the 
opportunity to meet with the different people of 
the groups and sharing ideas and experiences with 
them. | thank you for your support for the last 
months and hope that you will give it to your 
next coordinator also. 
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SIG CONTACT LIST 
Chuck Hall 


The following is a list of our current 
groups and the contacts for each: 


ADVENTURE GAMES 


Russ Schwartz 646-6418 
SIGASM (ASSEMBLER) 

Clyde Pritchard 648-0461 
ATR~8000 

Jim Scott 281-6724 
BEGINNERS 

Elanna Schlichting 285-4471 


BULLETIN BOARD 
Steve & Debbie Billings 246-1751 
BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 


Chuck Hall 295-0552 
NLSIG (NEWSLETTER) 

Clyde Pritchard 648-0461 
PACE (Portland Atari Club Educators) 
Trudie Mishler 230-9545 
Chris Fouts 206-687-4951 
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ATR-8000 SIG 
Jum Scott 


The first meeting of the ATR SIG has been 
held, and it looks like we may have a future. 
Total attendence was 10, not bad fora first 
meeting. And that with last minute notice 
(sorry). 


Most of the people in the group own the 64K 
version ATR, with an 800 or 800XL, and one or 
more DS/DD drives. Experience with the ATR varies 
widely. One member (Don Adams) even has an RCP/M 
(Remote CP/M) system on line. 


Several areas of  interst were discussed. 
Because the 64K ATR supports the CP/M operating 
system, several members expressed an interest in 
learning more about its use. |n this mode, the 
Atari becomes a terminal and the ATR does the 
work. Since CP/M is the 8-bit operatîng system, 
there's an awful lot of software out there, 
. commercial and public domain. 


In addition to particular interests and 
.projects that may develop, a continuing SIG group 
topic will be software/hardware compatibility, 
problems, and fixes (a software compatibility 
summary will be published and updated). 


Some concern was expressed that topics might 
become too advanded for less experienced members. 
Since I'm in that category, I'll try to maintain 
å pace we can all handle. Don't be scared away 
just because you have 'only' 16K in your ATR and 
are not interested in other operating systems. 
You may have some good questions (or valuable 
answers) about the ATR as a peripheral driver. 
For example, how do you use your disk utility to 
check the back side of your double-sided disks? 
(we're working on that one). 


Many thanks to Jim Berry for bringing over 
two disk drives: a 5" for general use during the 
meeting (mine were in for a check-up), and an 8" 
SS/DD (which he also sells) for demo purposes. 
For the price of an Atari drive (or less), you 
get a lot of storage. Jim says that a 10M hard 
disk ($700) will also be (or is) available for 
the ATR. 


We closed out the meeting with a short (far 
too short) look at CP/M on the ATR, and a 
description of the DB-80 eighty column terminal 
cartridge for the Atari. 
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Our next meetings (7:30 pm same location) 
will be on Nov. 20, Dec. 18, and the third 
tuesday of each month thereafter, at least for 
the time being. Call if you need directions 
(281-6724). Bring în your problems (computer 
only) and bring suggestions for future meeting 
subjects and/or format. Also, if interested, 
bring a formatted CP/M disk and we will copy over 
a few Public Domain CP/M Utilities and show you 
how they work. One of the utilites, SWEEP, 
includes a nice copy function. While a disk 
directory scrolls up-screen, you tag the entries 
you want copied. A good club project would be to 
program a SWEEP for the Atari. 


If someone can bring a monochrome monitor to 
the next meeting, we can take a look at the DB-80 
cartridge mentioned above (we can look at it 
anyway, but it's better in monochrome). 
Meanwhile, bring your ideas, and bring your 
friends with 16K and Co-power ATR's. 


(Editor's Note: See a review of the DT-80 
program elsewhere in the newsletter.) 


BUSINESS APPLICATION SIG 
Chuck Hall 


The October meeting was held on the third 
Wednesday (Oct. 17) as scheduled. The November 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 20. We 
changed from Wednesday for this meeting because 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Two pieces of 
software were reviewed at the meeting. The first 
product reviewed was the new release of Letter 
Perfect from LJK. If you remember it was written 
up in the newsletter in September. We just ran 
through what the changes were and showed how they 
worked. Next we reviewed a product called 
"Printwiz" which is a screen dump program. |f you 
are interested in being able to dump text and/or 
graphics screens to your printer, this may be 
just what you are looking for. It also has an 


excellent lister included which will print 
exactly what a BASIC program looks like on your 
printer. That includes all of the special 


characters, escape codes, and control functions. 
That alone is almost worth the price. 

At our next meeting | will be running a 
demonstration of "Typesetter" and anything else 
that might become available. Remember we meet at 
All States Leasing 136 N.E. 16th, at 7:50 PM. For 
more information give me a call or see me at the 
meetings. 
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NEWS AND REVIEWS 


BBS HIGHLIGHTS 
Clyde Pritchard 


The following are sunmaries of several 
interesting messages from the PAC BBS (I'II get 
you guys to write something one way or another). 
Only minor editing has been done to make the 
messages print properly in the newsletter. Those 
of you who already have a modem can move on to 
something else (unless you want to see if you are 
one of the featured authors). 


MSGF: 0634 Lines=19 

SENT: OCT 28,1984 AT 1:05 AM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: TIM TOENJES 

SUBJ: GOOD NEWS FROM ATARI! 


On Monday, October 22 | received a call from 
Atari. It was in response toa letter | wrote 
about my Atari Connection subscription. | was 


told that there will be an Atari Connection 
magazine published. People who had subscribed 
will receive a general letter from Atari in 
mid-November telling what has been going on and 
what to expect in the future. |f you don't 
receive a letter by December 1st and you still 
have Issues of Atari Connection coming that you 
paid for, then you can write to: 

ATARI CONNECTION 

P.O» BOX 3427 

Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3427 

Attention: Boraine Marshall 


Continued in next message! 


MSG#: 0635 Lines-8 

SENT: OCT 28,1984 AT 1:10 AM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: TIM TOENJES 

SUBJ: GOOD NEWS FROM ATARI CONT. 


| was also told that Atari will definitely be at 
the winter CES. They will be showing a new 
machine that will compete with Apple. This news 
has restored my confidense in Atari and | see 
Atari going along way now. 


MSG#: 0636 Lines=20 

SENT: OCT 28,1984 AT 1:34 AM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: TIM TOENJES 

SUBJ: FLIGHT SIMULATOR 11 


| would just like to say that | got Flight 


Simulator I! about three weeks ago. It is 
excellent. It's the best flight simulator | have 
ever seen for a home computer. The manuals are 
great. They area little technical at first for 
the beginning pilot, but they are easy to 
understand once you get into them. The progr am 
comes with a scenery disk and two 90 page 
manuals. One is the manual for the program and 
the other is about flight physics and aircraft 
control. | have not stopped using the program 
since | got it. The 1917 WWI Ace game that is 
part of the program is great fun to play. | 
highly recommend Flight Simulator Il if you are 
interested in flying any. 


MSG#: 0657 Lines-9 

SENT: OCT 31,1984 AT 2:53 PM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: CLAY GRADIS 

SUBJ: Atari alive again 


Atari has begun shipping parts and computers once ` 
again, it's beginning to took like Jack Is 
putting up a fight. The prices on Atari's are 
below those of most other computers and dropping 
fast. May things stay that way!! 


MSGø: 0659 Lines-18 

SENT: OCT 31,1984 AT 5:09 PM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: JOE TUCKER 

SUBJ: SynComm Program 


Anybody that has or will be getting the new 
SynComm program from Synapse will find the 
documention very poor as Clyde Pritchard stated 
in the PAC newsletter. | have had a copy of the 
program for awhile now and have unlocked its 
power. |t does support software  autodialing and 
auto log on. Anyone requiring additional info on 
or about the program please leave me a message 
and phone number and | will contact you. It is a 
GREAT program Have a good day, Joe. 


MSG#: 0677 Lines=12 

SENT: NOV 5,1984 AT 11:25 PM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: TIM TOENJES 

SUBJ: BANK STREET WRITER 


Just thought I'd let everyone know that the old 
version of Bank Street writer will not work with 


continued... 


DECEMBER 1984 


the XL's. If you have the old version, like | 
did, and you have an XL computer, you can just 
return your Bank Street writer disk to Broderbund 
Software for a replacement. The new version only 
has one more option and that is you can now 
change the screen colors. 


MSGf: 0678 Lines-18 

SENT: NOV 3,1984 AT 11:58 PM 
TO: ALL 

FROM: TIM TOENJES 

SUBJ: MORE GOOD NEWS ABOUT ATARI! 


In an article called "Coleco hits rough times 
despite ad push" in Computer + Software News, 
October 22, 1984 it said, "As for Atari, one mass 
merchandiser reports that 800XL sales are now 
running 352 of the top-rated  C-64. Despite 
Atari's problems, the retailer is anticipating a 
'good Christmas.' Although reports have surfaced 
", that Atari hopes to end the year with an 
Apple-compatable operating system for the 80OXL, 
one buyer told C*SN, 'Jack's [Tramiel] working on 
«something that will compete with Apple, but is 
not Apple compatable.'" Now for a little bad news 
read the next message. 


MSG#: 0679 Lines=22 
SENT: NOV 4,1984 AT 12:09 AM 
TO: ALL 
FROM: TIM TOENJES 
SUBJ: A LITTLE BAD NEWS FROM ATARI! 


This is really not that bad but | thought | 
should tell about it. In an article called "Home 
software market consolidating” in Computer + 
Software News, October 15, 1984, it said, "As for 
 ^"Datasoft, the company has licensed Commodore, 
Apple, IBM, and Atari versions of Pole Postion, 
Dig Dug and Pac Man from Namco America. According 
to Patrick Ketchum, President and CEO of 
Datasoft, "Atari lost the licenses for these 
products because there was no provision for them 
to be tranferred from the old Atari Inc. to the 
new Atari Corp. under Jack Tramiel." This means 
Datasoft will now produce Pole Position, Dig Dug, 
and Pac Man. 


Thanks to all you surprise (and surprised) 
authors. Keep up the good work. 
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FLIGHT SIMULATOR II 
Ed Uwy 


Sublogic's Flight Simulator |l by Bruce 
Artwick is a computer simulation of flying a 
Piper 181 Cherokee Archer. The simulation is done 
with impressive 3D color graphics. The 
documentation includes two books, two area maps, 
and a quick reference card. 


The software is on two disks. The simulator 
disk itself and the scenic area disk. After 
booting in the simulator program a menu of flight 
condition choices can be accessed and the scenic 
area disk can be logged in with a control E. You 
may take off from airports in the Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Seattle, and New York areas. On an early 
flight I left Martha's Vineyard and went over JFK 
airport and crashed in Boston. Landing is still 
my weakest point. The flight control menu allows 
radical changes in location and conditions even 
while in flight. 


The documentation is very complete. In the 
"Flight Physics and Aircraft Control" book, for 
exanple, there are eight flight lessons and a 
section on beginning aerobatics. The "Pilots 
Operating Handbook and Airplane Flight Manual" 
covers the details of the simulator and gets you 
"in the friendly skies" right away with a first 
flight. That is great because who wants to read 
two books before they boot a new program? 
Especially not this one! 


The graphics are not super fast, but they 
are very good. The feeling of actually flying a 
plane? That is a tough one as | have never flown 
one. But flying around the country on my Atari, | 
do get the feeling of having been somewhere. 


The scenic areas all have something to 
offer. Sears Tower in Chicago. The world Trade 
Building in New York. But the best graphics and 
biggest thrills are probably in the World War One 
air combat simulation. You take off from a strip 
surrounded by high mountains to do battle with a 
feared WWI German ace. All the skills you learn 
on the simulator will be tested. 


Flight Simulator il runs on all Atari 
computers with 48K RAM. At a price of $49.95, it 
is a real find. It is the best flight simulation 
| have seen on an Atari and | have had many hours 
of enjoyment for a fair price. 
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DT-80 FOR THE ATR-S000 


The DT-80 is a dumb terminal program used to 
make the Atari act like a ADM-31 terminal for the 
ATR-8000 while using the CP/M operating system. 
This program is in cartridge form, and will give 
you 80 column capabilities without any expensive 
add on boards such as the Bit-5. SWP distributes 
a program called Autoterm80 which also does the 
same thing but it resides on disk. 


The DT-80 is manufactured by Amiable 
Computer Enhancements of Lansing, Michigan. The 
author is Claus Buchholz. It emulates the ADM-31 
completely instead of only partially like the 
Autoterm80. For example, the erase to the end of 
line works in the DT-80 but doesn't on the 
Autoterm80. This makes installation of generic 
software easier. 


The DT-80 has several options that can be 
changed by using the START, SELECT, and OPTION 
keys. If you press the SELECT key you change the 


background brightness. |f you press the START key 
you will change the character brightness. If you 
press the SHIFT-SELECT keys, the screen color 
wili be changed. This is useful to limit 
artifacting on color monitors or black and white 


TV's. 

The cursor is an underline character which 
is blinking by default. You can cause it to 
display steady, or turn off the cursor by 


pressing the SHIFT-START keys. 


Pressing OPTION cycles you through 3 menus. 
They are; Key Redefinition, Joystick Speed, and 
Fine Scrolling. Key Redefinition allows you to 
redefine any key on the keyboard to represent 
some other key. The Fine Scrolling feature allows 


you to enable or disable fine scrolling when the 
screen moves up. This feature only works if the 
screen is receiving 8 lines per second or less, 


so the screen is not slowed down because of the 
fine scrolling. The Joystick Speed is the third 
option. |f you plug in a joystick or a trackball 
into joystick port #1, you can move the cursor 
around with the joystick or the trackball (the 
trackball is the used as an downside-up mouse). | 
found that the trackball was unusable, but | have 
never been very good at  gemes either. The 
Joystick could be very useful when you need to 
move the cursor around rapidly in a word 
processor. By pressing the option key you can 


Uon Adams 


change the speed that the cursor control 
characters are sent to the ATR-8000. 
If you are using WORDSTAR, like | am, you 


Will find out that the control character that the 
Joystick gives is the wrong code to move the 
cursor. This is easily solved by redefining the 
cursor keys so the a ctrl-* is the same as a 
ctri-s and a ctri-* is the sane as a ctrl-d etc. 
Then the joystick will work, along with the 
cursor keys. Unfortunately, there is no way to 
save this redefinition to disk. 

The OT-80 is for the most part an 
improvement over the  Autoterm80 terminal 
emulator. It loads much faster, it allows you ‘to 
change the color and intensity of the background 
and the characters (it even lets you have a dark 


background with light colored letters) and it 
truly emulates a standard terminal So 
installation of software is easier. 

it does have several drawbacks. The 


characters are defined by using the graphics 8 
mode of the Atari (remember you are using the 
Atari as the terminal) in a4 by 8 matrix. 
Because of this, certain tradeoffs in character 


definition are apparent. For example, the 'N' 
looks like a solid block with little legs coming 
out at each end. The 'Q' and the 'O' (zero) look 


very similar, the 'O' (oh) looks like a square. 
The Autoterm80 program uses a slashed zero, which 
distinguishes it from the 'O' and the 'Q'. 


The DT-80's character quality is not good 
enough to be used on my Amdek Color-1 plus. The. 
artifacting is just too great to make if 
readable. | have tried changing color and 
changing luminance, with no great improvement. 
Granted you can read it with certain 
combinations, but you could not use the system 
for any length of time without tremendous eye 
strain. 


I an using the DT-80 terminal emulator 
almost exclusively now. | think that you may want 
fo check it out, especially if you have a 
monochrome monitor. It isn't as good as a true 
terminal, but it is definitely an improvement 
over a 40 column display in CP/M. 
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ADVANCED MUSIC SYSTEM II 
David Pelinka 


If you've enjoyed Advanced Music System from 
APX or if you've looked at other music programs 
but couldn't decide which was best, you owe it to 
yourself to get Advanced Music System ll. Lee 
Actor has completely revised his original program 
and the result is the most powerful music program 
currently available for your Atari. AMS il is 
functionally the sane as AMS l. You enter music 
for up to 4 different voices into memory via the 
keyboard. The music can be saved to disk and is 
played back through your TV or an external 
speaker while a piano keyboard on the screen 
shows each note as it is played, each voice in a 
different color. 

Each note you enter has 5 parameters: pitch, 
duration, dynamic level, envelope and tempo. The 
lowest pitch is C1 (3 octaves below middle C) and 
the highest is F6 (2 1/2 octaves above middle C) 
for a total range of 5 1/2 octaves per voice. The 


: note duration may vary from 64th to whole. The 


dynamic level goes from ppp (very soft) to F7 
(very loud), and the envelope lets you choose 
' tied notes (ie legato), normal decay, staccato 
and super-staccato notes. Lastly, you may change 
the tempo at any time during the piece and as 
often as you wish. These 5 parameters combined 
make it possible for you to make your finished 
piece more musical with smooth changes in 
articulation, tempo and dynamics. 

The editor you use to enter notes with is 
fast and easy to learn while giving you control 
over many variables. Each volce is entered 
separately and the only required entry for each 
note is the pitch. The other values for octave, 
duration, envelope and dynamic are copied from 
the last note you entered, so you only need to 
enter them when they change. These defaults are 
shown beside your entries along with the key, 
tempo and the number of beats in the measure. |n 
addition, the note sounds as you enter it and the 
current measure can be played from the editor. 
it's easy to insert or delete notes or whole 
measures anywhere in the piece. 

When you're ready to play your piece you can 
play the voices together or separately and in any 
combination. This is very helpful when debugging 
a new piece or to study the counterpoint in 
complex pieces. And you can use a joystick to 
alter the speed of the music as it plays which is 
useful when deciding on a tempo for a new piece 
or just for fun. 
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For those of you who have AMS |, ifs 


definately worth upgrading to AMS I! even if 
you're only a casual user. |f you use the program 
a lot, it's a must. AMS Il is upward-compatible 


with AMS I, that is, AMS II will play AMS files 
but not vice-versa. The only exception to this is 
that tied notes in AMS I will be played as 
repeated notes by AMS Il. Of course your old 
files can be modified and re-saved under AMS |l. 
The most significant improvements over AMS | are 
1) all assembly language resulting in faster 
editing and note decoding, 2) much larger file 
capacity, 8200 notes vs. 3400 notes for AMS I, 3) 
variable note decays, 4) continuously variable 
tempo, 5) voices may end independently, 6) a 
Joystick replaces the earlier paddles for tempo 
change control. The only useful feature missing 
from the new version is auto-play which is a 
shame but otherwise AMS || is a user's wish list 
come true. 

AMS || requires 24K for the disk version or 
16K for the cassette. The disk version comes with 
seven demonstration pieces, the cassette version 
one. The manual is excellent. What does this gem 
cost you ask? Well, | think the author could 
legitimately charge $49.95 for a program so 
superior to Music Construction Set. But you can 
have it for $14.95. What a deal! It is available 
from Lotsa Bytes, 15445 Ventura Blvd. Suite 10, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91415. Enclose $1.50 for 
shipping and handling and specify disk or 
cassette. 
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RAMBLIN- - - 
Chuck Hall 


I spend a lot of my time on my computer 
designing pages on which to mount my stamp 
collection. | also use File Manager 800+ and Data 
Perfect to maintain files on certain aspects of 
my collection, and use Letter Perfect for writing 
up descriptions of material. The only reason | 
bring this up is to inquire if anyone else ouf 
there is using their computer to help with their 
stamp collection. If so, I would be interested in 
talking with you and maybe exchanging ideas. 

There is a new DOS out for the ATARI 
computers called SPARTA DOS. If any of our 
members have purchase this DOS, | would like to 
get together with you and possibly do a review of 
this DOS for the newsletter. 
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Did some physical ramblin this past month 
and thought I'd pass on a couple of things to 
you. We went to Olympia for a stamp show and to 
visit fanily. While there we ran up to Tacoma and 
Seattle to ook for ATARI computer stores. |n 
Tacoma we found Nibbles and Bytes which is just 
north of the Tacoma Mall. The store carried 
software and hardware for ATARI, and some other 
computers of such low quality, | won't even 
mention them here. But you know the ones | mean. 
The store had one box of software for $9.99. 
Mostly third party, but nothing to go ga-ga over. 
Most of their software was discounted 10$ or so 
fron retail and the selection was quite good. 
Even had a new Infocom release which | saw there 
for the first time. |f you are ever stuck in 
Tacoma and have nothing to do you might take a 
look. But don't go our of your way too much. 

The second store we visited was in Federal 
Way, just south of Seattle. It is called Butler's 
TV and is located at 28717 Pacific Highway South. 
It doesn't look like much from the outside, and 
don't let its name fool ya. | spent three hours 
there and my wife and brother-in-law who 
accompanied me, will never let me forget it. The 
store was not giving anything away, but their 
pricing structure renewed your faith in the fact 
that someone had us the consumer in mind. They 
even had lines of software | have never seen 
before, most of which was educational. So for 
those of you who keep asking where the 
educational software is, | found it in Seattle 
but so far not in Portland. | wonder why? 


They have no formal club in Seattle, but 
seem to have many neighborhood type of users 
groups. Their primary activity though seems to be 
pirating. Of course that's fron the the dealer, 
and not from the groups themselves. Ron Butler 
(who | believe is the owner) was very interested 
in our group and how it worked. We talked at 
length about SIG groups, bulletin boards and 
other good stuff. We traded newsletters, his 
being primarily a price list, (but with a couple 
of pages of hints and etc.). He was so impressed 
with ours that he is going to join the club. If 
you have plans to go to Seattle, put this stop on 
your itinerary. Stop by and let them know you are 
fron the Portland Atari Club. | am sure that you 
will receive as warm a welcome as | did, and you 
will probably end up buying something because of 
the prices. 
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Whenever you travel around and get a chance 
To visit computer stores in other towns, mention 
that you are from the Portland Atari Club and 
help to spread the word of what and who we are 
al! about. If they are a bona-fide dealer and 
would like to know more about us, let me know and 
| will contact them and even send a compl imentary 
issue of our Newsletter if they will display it 
in their store. 

Now for a little bit closer to home. My wife 
saw an ad in the Thursday, November 8th issue of 
the Oregonian for an ATARI 800 and Data Recorder 
for $125. We had just picked up the paper after 
our newsletter SIG meeting on Wednesday night and 
were home when she saw the ad- Clyde was with me 
but it was my telephone, so I got to cal! first. 
| guess | was the first caller so now | am the 
proud owner of a very little used, late model 


ATARI 800. Now all of you who also called know -. 


who the dirty rat is who beat you to it. We plan 
on keeping it just in case something (heaven 
forbid) should happen to one of our others. With 
The scarcity of parts and 800 machines, it might 
behoove you to do the sane If you can find one 
for the right price. Be sure you check it out 
though first. There was an ATARI 800 and ATARI 
Disk Drive (810) sold at the last meeting for 
$275. Another person sold and ATARI 600XL for 
$50. If you haven't looked in the back room 
before and after the general meeting you might be 
missing out on a good deal. The best bet is to 
come early and see what everybody is wanting to 
get rid of. 


Remember the December meeting is going to be 
quite an experience. There will be dealer set up 
with their own tables (they can't sell, only 
show), several software demos going on around the 
auditorium, T-shirts for sale, a raffle for a new 
color NEC monitor,(has sound and can be hooked up 
to your YCR for a regular TV), plus an. 
outstanding computer desk which was donated by 
Comp-u-Desk. They also donated a number of disks, 
which if you were at our last meeting you got 
free. This meeting you will get a free disk for 
each raffle ticket you buy, ($1 each or 6 for 
$5.00) as long as they last. Come early and get 
your tickets and disks. 

The first part of the meeting will be for 
election of new board members. Be sure to come 
and vote. |n order for us of the board to support 
you, we need your support first. 
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BBS 


Steve Billings 


The bulletin board is back as most of you 
modem owners know by now. We have logged well 
over 200, almost 250 users. Of those callers 
about 60 are PAC members. 

You should be aware this board is owned by 
PAC and is run as a service to it's members. All 
PAC members are allowed access to the download 
files and longer hook up time on each call. If 
you don't have a modem now it's not too late, 
Christmas is coming soon, but, jf you get your 
list off to Santa by Federal Express right now 
you might just get a surprise under the tree. 

If you were thinking ahead and got your 
request in, | am going to attempt to give a few 
instructions to help on your use of the PAC FoReM 
bulletin board. 

On your first sign on follow the directions 
prompted by the program. If you have the option, 
set your transmission mode to ATASCII 


. translation, this allows you to see the Atari 


specific characters such as inverse and graphics. 
When you first connect you will be prompted to 
hit return. This allows the BBS to determine what 
translation you are sending. If you sign on in 
ASCII you will be asked if you need line feeds, 
normally you will not, but if each line keeps 
writting over the previous one you do need line 
feeds. If you made a mistake leave a message to 
the Sysop or use the 'P' command to change your 
teminal settings. Next you will see the 
introduction followed by a prompt for a password 
or help. If you have a password already you are 
on your way. |f not you must fill out the 
application. Type "'HELP'. If you didn't use 
ATASCII, you will be asked what your screen width 
is and then what value clears your screen. |f you 
are using a standard Atari these should be 
answered '40' characters width and '125' as the 
clear screen code. At the sign-off be sure you 
request 'Y' that the password be saved, otherwise 
it will not be recorded and you will have to go 
through the application again next time you call. 

After you get your password established and 
give Debbie and me a chance to validate it, as a 
PAC member you should have a level 5 security. 
You can check fhis by hitting 'P' next time you 
call to check your profile. If you are not at the 
level you think you should be at leave a message 
fo Sysop 'M' and tell us the problem. We will 
check it out (we have been known to make 
mistakes). 


Once you get past the sign-on you will see a 
menu of all the commands supported by the 
program. | will briefly go through those commands 
and try and give some help in using them: 

>A:ASCII/ATASCII togggle. 
The Atari computer uses a different numeric code 
than the standard to allow for special characters 
such as inverse and graphic characters. If you 
sign on to the PAC BBS with ASCII code this 
toggle lets you change while on line. If you 
change transmission type at your computer without 
using the toggle the BBS progam will not be able 
to understand any of the transmission. The 
download files generally require transmission in 
ATASCII. To use this function hit 'A' then 
reconfigure your computer, then hit return. 
>B:Bulletin display. 

If you wish to see the bulletins displayed at 
sign on hit this key. We are going to try to keep 
them updated. 

»D:Download file. 
If you know the nane of a file that you want to 
download use this command to detour going through 
all the file listings. 

>E:Enter message. 
Use this to enter a message into one of the 
message bases. When you enter a message it will 
automatically be entered into the message base 
that you are presently in. (See command 'Z') 

>F:File download directory. 
This command will list for you the files 
available for downloading. You must be a member 
of PAC to get a listing. If the BBS responds "No 
files in this section", it does not recognize you 
as a current member. Leave a message for the 
Sysop and we will correct ift. 
>G:Goodbye. 

This will sign you off the board. If it is your 
first time on the BBS, don't forget to answer yes 
to the guestion 'Save password for future use' or 


you will lose your password. 
>H:Helpful hints. 
You will be shown some hints to make your time on 


the BBS more efficient. 

>K:Kill message. 
This command plus a message number in the base 
you are in will delete a message. This will only 
delete a message posted by you or a private 
message addressed fo you. 
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>L:List of local BBS numbers. 
This file gives some numbers of other boards open 
to the public in the local area. This list 
changes frequently | and may not always be 
accurate. |f you know of any errors please leave 
a message to the Sysop and tell us the 
correction. 
>M:Message to Sysop. 
This command will leave a message on the BBS 
system printer and is for private messages meant 
only for the eyes of the Sysop. 
>P:Profi le. 
Use this function to view your own profile. If 
you see any thing incorrect you can change your 
terminal settings (line feeds required, screen 
width, or clear screen code) , phone f£, and or 
password. 
>R:Read messages. 
This command will put you into the message files. 
There are four message bases on this BBS. They 
are 'General', 'Personal', 'Buy and sell', and 
'Adventurer's Inn'. You can select any of these 
message bases at the main menu by using the 'Z' 
command. Once you are in a message base hit 'R' 
again to read the messages. You will then be 
asked what messages you want fo read. |f you want 
to read a range of messages type the starting and 
ending numbers like this '265-280'. If you want 
to read all of the messages in ascending order 
type '>', for descending order type '<'. For only 
selected messages just type the numbers of the 
messages separated by comas, '265,272,279'. 
(Note- |n this example and others type only what 
| have shown between the quotes, don't include 
the quote marks) 
>U:Upload file. 
If you have a program or other file you think 
would be of interest to the other users you can 
upload it to the system. You must use one of the 
Amodem type sending formats to send a file 
because the BBS computer does not have enough 
excess memory to hold a file and must write it to 
the disk drive while it is being sent. If you 
have any trouble sending the system a file 
contact the Sysop for help. 
W>Y:Yell for Sysop. 
If one of the Sysops is around and feels like 
chatting this will summon one of them to the 
computer terminal. If they don't happen to be 
available leave a message or try again next time. 
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>Z:Change message conference. 
This BBS has four message bases,  'General', 
'Personal', 'Buy and Sell', and 'Adventurer's 
Inn'. Each of these conferences is for leaving 
and reading messages of a specific nature. Feel 
free to browse around, but please enter messages 
in the conference to which they belong, otherwise 
they are subject to the Sysop's whims fo delete. 
Normally messages will be left on each base for 
about a month. 
»?:Function menu. 
A summary of the available commands is presented 
to assist in using the BBS. 
»*:Special Graphics. 
This selection will show a file of some graphic 
character displays. These are Atari specific and 
you must be in ATASCI | mode to see them. 


There are a few other commands which are 
always avallabe to the caller: 


€C: (Control+C) 
This exits the current display and return you to 
the main menu selection. 


95: (Control+S) 
This stops the scrolling of the display to allow 
you to read it. 


€Q: (Contro1+Q) 
This will continue the scrolling of the screen 
after using OS to stop. 


Well, if you are as confused by all this as 
I was, at the bottom of this page should be a 
compilation of the commands previously described. 
A cheat sheet of sorts to help out. If | didn't 
get it done in time there will be a picture of 
some sort below and the cheat sheet will be in 
next month. 

Hopefully this will be of use in getting you 
a good start on the system or help you out if you 
have had problems. If you have a problem which 
has not been addressed leave a message on the BBS 
or drop a letter in the P.O. box to the club at 
the address on the masthead of this newsletter 
and it will find it's way to me. Next month | 
will try and explain some of the shortcuts to 
using the PAC BBS to help you spend your time 
more efficiently. Over and out for now... 


continued... 
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FUNCTION MENU 
[B]J-READ BULLETINS 


CEJ-ENTER MESSAGE 
LGJ-LOGOFF 

[KJ-DELETE MESSAGE 
LLJ-BBS LIST 
(RJ-READ/SCâN MESSAGES 
CYJ-YELL FOR SYSOF 
[?J-FUNCTION MENU 


CAI-ASCII/ATASCII TOGGLE 
[DJ-DOWNLOAD 

LFJ-DOWNLOAD MENU 
[HJ-HELFFUL HINTS 
[M]-MESSAGE TO SYSOF 
[FJ-USER PROFILE 

LU3J-UPLOAD 

[21-CHANGE BOARDS 
[XI-GRAPHICS FOR ATARI ONLY 


0 
C-COMMUNICATIONS 
D-DEMOS/GRAFHICS 
G-GAMES 
M-MUSIC 
P-AFFLICATIONS SOFTWARE 
T-TEXT AND DOCUMENTATION 
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U-UTILITIES 
A-ALL 
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1 GENERAL 
2-PERSONAL. 

3-BUY AND SELL 
4~ADVENTURER’S INN 


MESSAGE FILE COMMANDS 
CONTROL+C-EXIT  CONTROL48-8TOP CONTROL+Q-CONTINUE 


CONTROL «-N-JUMP TO NEXT MESSAGE 


Our commitment begins 





before the sale... 
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the home user! Exclusive 
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education € Exchange 
* Word processing for ” Guaraniee* 
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«Resource material from data banks 
“Hours of enjoyment and pleasure 


We offer: 


«Comprehensive training 


eExtensive hardware and software 
selection 


* You try the hardware and software 
before your buy! 
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home and test your applico: 
tion, you must spend your 
money. 

At CompuSource we say, 
urchase the software, take i! 
ome, and test your applica- 

tion. Take up to 30 days if ycu 
like. it the software Isn't what 
you wanted i* to be, je 
return If fo our store 
condition and get yourself 
an exchange. 

"offer not extended to game 
programs 
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Sign up to win 
10 Megabyte 


PERCOM 


Hard Disk Drive 


This drive can be configured for 
either a TRS-80, Apple. IBM, or 
compatibles. 


Drawing held PERCOM DATA | 
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i-205 Commerce Center at Mill Plain, Vancouver, WA 
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SOURCE 
(206) 254-5849 


DECEMBER 1984 PORTLAND ATARI CLUB PAGE 19 


HOW TO DO IT-.-.-.- 


MINITERM 
Pat Warnshucs 


MINITERM is a bare-bones terminal program 
for talking to a remote computer, including 
non-Atari computers and Bulletin Board Systems 
(BBS's). It will work with a cassette as well as 
with a disk system. You can also use it to 
receive and save a program from the remote 
computer. I've kept it as small as possible to 
make it easy to type in so you can make your 
initial contact with our PAC BBS to download 
(receive) the complete terminal program called 
"AMODEM". Also, its small size (under 1K) leaves 
a good sized buffer even in a 16K machine. 

Another nice feature is the ability to turn 
the memory store feature on and off while you're 
communicating. This means that you can save just 
portions of your exchange with The remote 
computer while you are on-line and then dump what 
you saved to either the printer or to a disk file 
after you hang up. For example, when | first sign 
onto to a new bulletin board, | ask for its HELP 
file and save it as it comes in. Then | move the 
saved file over to my word processor later and 
edit until it makes sense to me. 

If your buffer overflows, the program will 
send a signal to the remote computer telling it 
to standby while you save the buffer and come 
back. You'll loose about five characters in the 
process because that's how long it takes for the 
TRAP function to activate. 


INSTRUCT IONS 
Normally I like to include the operating 
instructions within a program. However, size was 
of the essence in this program so | had to leave 


them out. Here's how you use MINITERM: 

When you RUN the program, the screen will be 
cleared and the size of your buffer will be 
listed. The buffer is a part of your computer 
memory that is available for storing downloaded 
programs until you can save them either on your 
cassette or disk. 

When you see the ">" prompt, the computer is 
ready for you to talk to the remote computer. 
Dial the number and listen for the answering 
system to send a high-pitched carrier tone. If 
you are using an acoustic modem, insert the 
handset into the phone cups on the modem. You're 
hooked up, or "on-line" as the big boys say. 

«START» toggles memory ON/OFF. When memory 
is ON, anything that comes in on the modem is 


saved in your buffer. The screen will be red with 
memory ON, black with memory OFF. You use this, 
of course, to temporarily store programs or 
messages that are sent to you from the remote 
computer. 

SELECT»? puts you in the local command mode 
SO you can save whatever is in your buffer. You 
will be asked where you want to save the buffer. 
You can select cassette, a disk file, or the 
printer. If you hit an immediate RETURN, the 
buffer will be cleared and you will be returned 
to the terminal mode to continue with the remote 
computer. 

You can hang up before you hit SELECT in 
case it is going to take awhile to save your 
buffer. If you do not hang up, the program will 
automatically send a Control-S to the BBS which 
tells the BBS to stand-by and not send anything 
until you send it a Control-Q. After you save the 
buffer, the program will send the Control-Q for 
you. 

PROGRAM NOTES: 

LN 90 GO initialize and OPEN the modem channe! 
LN 100 LOOP until BREAK 

IF anything is coming in on the modem THEN 
get it, display it and store it. LOOP 
LN 110 IF there is a keyboard input THEN send it 
out on the modem. LOOP | 
LN 120 |F neither START nor SELECT is pressed 
THEN LOOP 
LN 150 IF START and SAVE flag is on 
THEN turn SAVE flag off, and set red screen. 
Mark end of buffer. LOOP 
LN 140 IF START and SAVE flag is off THEN turn 
SAVE flag on, set black screen. 

IF marker=0 THEN zero buffer. LOOP 
LN 150 (TRAP and SELECT entry) |F nothing saved, 
THEN zero buffer and LOOP. 
LN 200 Send a control-S. Close the modem channel. 

Find out out where to save the buffer. 

IF no destination, THEN LOOP 
LN 210 Set buffer to last marker. Save the 
buffer. GOTO 310 
LN 300 Compute how much memory is available for 
the buffer and initialize 
LN 510 OPEN the modem channel for  ATASCII, 
two-way communication. 
LN 320 Zero the buffer, reset the trap to LN 150 
and send control-0. GOTO LOOP. 


continued... 
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PROGRAM LISTING 


O REM D:MINITERM, PAC, 03/15/83 

90 GOTO 300 

100 STATUS £2,C:IF PEEK(747) THEN GET #2,C:? 
CHR$(C); :B$(LEN(B$)+1)=CHR$(C):GOTO LOOP 

110 IF PEEK(764)«255 THEN GET #1,C:PUT #2,C:GOTO 
LOOP 

120 C=PEEK (53279): IF C=7 THEN GOTO LOOP 

130 IF C=6 AND S=1 THEN S=0:? :? "* SAVE OFF 
*":POKE 710,0:L-LEN(B$):GOTO PAUSE 

140 IF C=6 AND S=0 THEN S=1:? :? "* SAVE ON 
*":POKE 710,50: IF L=0 THEN B$="":GOTO PAUSE 

150 IF L=0 THEN B$="":GOTO LOOP 

200 PUT #2,19:FOR C=1 TO 70:NEXT C:CLOSE 
F2:0$-"":? CHR$(253):? "SAVE DEVICE":? 
"(C:,P:,D:filename.ext™: INPUT D$ 

210 IF D$<>"" THEN OPEN f2,8,0,D$:B$-B$(1,L):? 
f2;B$ 

220 GOTO 310 

300 C=FRE(0)-100:DIM D$(15),B$(C):? 

CHR$( 125); "BUFFER-";C:OPEN 

#1,4,0,"K:":LOOP=100 :PAUSE=400 

310 POKE 710,0:CLOSE #2:X10 34,#2,192,0,"R:":X10 
38,482,52,0, "R:" :OPEN f2,13,0,"R:":XIO 
40,F2,0,0,"R:" 

320 ? "»":p$z"":(-0:9-0: TRAP 150:PUT #2,17:GOTO 
LOOP 

400 IF PEEK(53279)=C THEN 400 

410 GOTO LOOP 


NOTES 

The original intent of this program was to 
provide a quick-and-dirty means to call up the 
PAC BBS and downioad AMODEM. However, it be 
changed very simply to expand its capabilities 
while retaining its small size. The program is 
set up for full duplex, ATASCII translation, and 
no parity checking. You can change these as 
follows. 

FULL DUPLEX 

This means that the remote computer must 
echo each character that you send from the 
keyboard. Most BBS's and mainframes do this. If 
you are working with a computer which does not 
echo what you send, add a 'PRINT C;:' in LN 110 
after the "PUT #2,C:'. This puts you in half 
duplex where you echo your own input locally. 

CHARACTER TRANSLATION 

MINITERM is set up to use the Atari  ATASCII 
translation mode. You can work with non-Atari 
bulletin boards by simply changing the XIO 
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38,82,32,0,"R:" in LN 310 to XIO 38,#2,0,0,"R:". 
This puts you in the ASCII translation mode. |n 
this mode, the SIO handler in the 850 interface 
converts all inverse characters to normal 
characters. {tt changes the ATARI RETURN and 
BACKSPACE characters to their ASCII values. Check 
your 850 Interface Manual for other options in 
the XIO 38 command. It's really versatile. Leave 
the X10 34 and X10 40 commands alone. 
Parity 

Some mainframes do a parity check on each 
character that you send. If so, you have to find 
out what parity check they are using. For ODD 
parity, change the XIO 38 command fo XIO 
38,42,29,0,"R:". For EVEN parity, use XIO 
38,82,30,0,"R:". 

Hayes Smartmodem 

You have to use a trick to give the Hayes 
Smartmodem a local command when you are in the 
ATASCII mode. Use a Control M instead of RETURN 
at the end of your command (like AT DT 245 9405). 


Editor's Note: The AMODEM terminal program 
is on the PAC BBS as "X185PLUS". MINITERM will 
download it if you have a 48K system, even though 
it is about 155 sectors long. There is also a 
documentation file called "X185DOC". After you 
download X185PLUS, COPY it to a disk with DOS II 
and the AUTORUN.SYS file from the DOS II master 
disk. The AUTORUN.SYS file is required to load 
the 850 Interface Handler Software. If you have a 
program to build AUTORUN.SYS files (PAC Utility 
#1 Disk has one), you can build an AUTORUN.SYS 
file that will run X185PLUS automatically. Just 
create the AUTORUN.SYS file to run the X185PLUS 
BASIC program as you would for any other BASIC 
program. Then copy the AUTORUN.SYS program with 
the DOS II Copy Function (Option "C" on the DOS 
Il Menu) and append it to the AUTORUN.SYS file 
from the DOS || Master Disk. If you have only one 
drive, create the X185PLUS AUTORUN.SYS file on a 
work disk, then RENAME it to AUTORUN.185. Next, 
use the Duplicate File Function to copy it to the 
disk with X185PLUS. Then use the DOS COPY 
function as follows; AUTORUN. 185, AUTORUN. SYS/A. 
The "/A" tells DOS to APPEND the source file to 
the destination file. Once you have done this, 
you can boot your system and it will load the 850 
Handler and RUN X185PLUS automatically. Both 
MINITERM and X185PLUS require the 850 or another 
interface totally compatible with the 850. Good 
Luck. 
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TERMINOLOGY QUEST 
Chuck Hatt 


The following puzzle is an easy one to solve. Just fill 
in the blanks with words suggested by the clues. Use one letter per 
line. The first letter of each word, when put together, will identify 

something that plays a very important part in the enjoyment of our 
computers. Good luck. The word list will appear elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 


Term applies to ancilliary devices 
attached to the computer. 

A command in BASIC which lets you set 
your own device assignments. 

Special single byte areas used to process 
and store data. 

He bought it all. 


A simplified language for handling 
graphics and text. 
This brings us all together. 


More than a bit, but less than a byte. 


An external device used to store programs 
and data. 

It may not be everyones standard 
character translation, but it's ours. 
This little reptile will amaze you with 
its graphics. 

A magazine written solely for the ATARI 
owner. 

Non-Volatile memory. 


We usually need this to print or let 
our computer talk with another. 

The older graphics chip in the 400 and 
800 computers. 

We place these on our storage media to 
help identify what we put there. 

You use this process when adding your 
program to the Bulletin Board library. 
The first language most ATARI owners 


learn. 
Some of the terms are easy, some are harder. Do not feel bad if 
you miss some of them. When you look up the answer, you will then 


remember the term and will have learned something new. 


Answers on page 24 
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ATARI TERMS 
Chuck Hatt 


RAM - (Random Access Memory) Memory than can be 
both read and altered in normal operation. 


ROM - (Read Only Memory) Memory than can be read 
but not altered. 


PAGE O - (Page zero) In 6502 (The ATARI computer 
chip) terminology, the lowest 256 addresses in 
memory. (addresses 0000 thru OOFF). 


SERIAL INTERFACE - An interface between the 
computer and any peripheral devices which 
communicate one bit at a time. 


PARALLEL INTERFACE - An interface between the 
computer and its devices which communicate with 
more than one bit at a time. Usually 8 bits in 
parallel. 


MURPHY's LAW - Whatever can go wrong, will go 
wrong. This is the strongest law in effect when 
dealing with computers and programming. 
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QUICK PLOT 
Mcchaet Stomp 


BASIC is slow, right? You need to add 
machine language subroutines to speed it up, 
right? Wrong. Whey not use the machine language 
subroutines that BASIC provides? Here is an 
example. 


Lines 10 - 20 set things up, and let you 
enter the character that you want to "print" on 
the screen. Lines 30 - 40 put the character in 
the COLOR register, and then draw a box on the 
screen much faster than you can do it with PRINT 
statements. Lines 50 - 70 check for the «START» 
key, and return to get a new character when it is 
pressed. This technique will work in GRAPHIC 
modes 1 and 2 also. 


10 DIM A$(1): GRAPHICS O: POKE 752,1 

20 ? CHR$(125);"Enter Plot Character"; : INPUT A$ 
30 COLSASC(AS):? CHR$(125): COLOR COL: PLOT 5,5 
40 DRAWTO 35,5: DRAWTO 35,19: DRAWTO 5,19: DRAWTO 
5,19: DRAWTO 5,6 

50 REM PUSH «START» TO RERUN 

60 POKE 53279,8: IF PEEK(53279) <> 6 THEN 60 

70 GOTO 20 
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UTILITY #2 CORRECTION 
Chuck Hall 


| don't know how this happened, but there is 


a bug on the Utility I! disk which | produced a 
couple of months ago. Worse yet, | knew of the 
error, fixed it, but somehow ! did not get the 


proper program SAVEd on the Master disk we use 
for copying. 

The program with the error is  SCRNDUMP.BAS 
which is selection 'F' from the MENU. If you 
enter the character 'F'' you now get the 
following: 


ERROR- 8 AT LINE 30003 


The error is not really with Line 30003, but in 
Lines 50001 and 50002. These lines should read: 


30001 DATA 104,157,73,3,104,157,72,3,152,157,66, 
3,32,86,228,189,67,3,48,7,169,0,133,212,133 
30002 DATA 213,96,133,185,76,64,185,0 


As you can see, if you look at the source of 
the program on the disk, Line 30002 became part 
of 30001 due to an improper RETURN when it was 
originally saved. With this fix the program 
should work fine. 

If anyone knows of any other errors on the 
disk, please pass the info on to me. 
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
Chuck Hale 


Quest Word List 


Peripherals, OPEN, Registers, Tramiel, LOGO, 
ATARI, Nibble, Disk Drive, ATASCII, Turtle, 
Analog, ROM, Interface, CTIA, Labels, Upload, 
BASIC 


Basic Words 


DRAWTO, NOTE, DIMENSION, COLOR, ENTER, SETCOLOR, 
STOP, GRAPHICS, CLOAD 


Portland Atari Club 


Public -Domain Software 


Games I 
Smash-Bombers-Towers-Gallery-Robot war-Concentration- Al ren- Price 
Games I] 
5tarship-Clewso- Electric Mogul-Gunner-Mazil 
Games II] 

Frog gie- Myriapede-Gobbler-Grubs- Batis 
Games IV 
Lwvewire- Maniac- Fillrup- Defend-Vultures-Chicken- Maze-U X B- Harvey 
Card Games 
Bingo- Black jack- Bridge-Cribbage-Stud Poker-Y achizee 
Education | 
Biorhythm; Biochari - Mathdriul- Mathpack- Mat h2- Metrics-Calendar 
l'yping - 5tales- Americas-Simon- Li ght Demo 
Utility 1 
M enu- T'imeclock- Disassembler- Error-.Scompare- Peeker- Disk £tape- Autorun 
RPM tesi- File Indes-Variable list- Renumber-Esamine- String Creator 
Cassorun-Joy Menu-Transprinter- Dalagen- Memcheck- Bootcopy- Backup 
Utility H 
C'haralti -Casdump- Memiesi- Stiktlesi-Scrndump- Directory DD-Systat 
Doswia - Doc- Deleter-Gemprint - LI K dir- Rpmtesl- Autonum- NewData gen 
Demo 1 
C'hopstiz -Ellipse- Sketch-Giggle-Jas2-Logo- MessageGen- Magic 
Puf/-Dtalog- Nightmare-Vegas-Scroll- Fugue-Starship- Sound stik 
String Ari- Digital Clock-Starwars Music- Biograph- X mas Tree 
Demo I] 

GTIA Grafiz-Hymn- Magic- Messiah- Nulcracker-Super grafiz demo 
Shuttle Pic- Sunset Pic-Tille Generator 
Demo IT] 

AtariLogo 128- Faucet -Water fall - Hiway-.Scopes- Horse 1£9- Etch 
Snow lake-Octadraw-Cubedraw- Pencil s- Bosdemo1£8- Micropic-V y ger 
Home and Business. 

Ap pt Calendar- Adress-Tinyedil- plan- Properly- Loan- Stock-DDmenu 

Modem | | 
An assoriment of modem utilities to get you 'online' 
PAC BB (2 disks) 
An ‘autorun’ Bulletin Board ( Reguires 2 drives) AMIS w/ docs 
MFT/SCOPY 


Å wonder ful sector copier and a utility for multi- file transfers 


For more details contact the PAC software librarians 


PAC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
cember - January 1985 


DECEMBER JANUARY 





12/03 - PAC General Meeting 01/03 - PAC Board Meet ing 
12/05 - Newsletter SIG Meeting 01/07 - PAC General Meeting 
12/06 - Beginner's SIG Meeting 01/09 - Newsletter SIG Meeting 
12/12 - Assembler SIG Meeting 01/09 - Assembler SIG Meeting 
12/18 - ATR SIG Meeting 01/10 - Beginner's SIG Meeting 
12/19 - Business SIG Meeting 01/15 - ATR SIG Meeting 

- ** NO PACE SIG Meeting 01/16 - Business SIG Meeting 


01/23 - Assembler SIG Meeting 
01/29 - PACE SIG Meeting 


— 
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